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Cóilín Ó Scolaí

C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  J U R Y

He is a drama graduate of the Samuel Beckett Theatre Centre, Trinity College. He has directed Ros na Rún, 
Fair City and Red Rock as well single dramas and numerous documentaries for over twenty five years. He 
is the currently a series consultant on Fair City.

Justyna Zidar   

V I C E  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  J U R Y

She is a graduate of Film and Television Production Management, the faculty of Radio and Television in 
Katowice. She collaborated on making TV programmes and film production. In 2015 she completed the 
course of Direction, Production and TV Presenting at The Park Studio, Dublin.

Katarzyna Kasperkiewicz 

She graduated with MA in Local Government and Development Administration from Warsaw University in 
2001. Since 1999 she has been working for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. From 2007 to 2011 she fulfilled 
the duties of a consul in legal matters in the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago. Since 
November 2015 she has been working as a consul in the visa section of the Polish Embassy in Dublin.  She 
is married with two children. 

H O N O R A R Y  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  J U R Y

Michael Bates

Michael is a seasoned actor and theatre maker with a wide range of experience on stage and screen spanning 
over twenty five years.  Michael studied in Trinity College Dublin and trained at the Focus Stanislavski 
Studio. He has successfully completed projects with nationally and internationally renowned clients such as 
BBC, CBBC, ITV, Showtime, Sky, RTE, Irish Times, Volkswagen and Ireland’s National Theatre, The Abbey. 
He has facilitated workshops on improv skills and audition technique and is a core member of the Corps 
Ensemble. One of the enduring highlights of his career was performing the solo show, McKenna’s Fort (a 
one man show about the Irish humanitarian and rebel leader, Roger Casement) for President of Ireland, 
Michael D Higgins.

Barbara graduated in Media Education & Computer Graphics and also Digital Technology, Design & 
Innovation. She has been a member of POSK Committee for the last 8 years. At present, she works as a 
UI/UX Designer. Barbara likes a good cinema, jazz and hiking. She believes that only through continuous 
learning and development one is able to stay young and enjoy life to the full.

Barbara Bugalska 
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Aoife Derwin

She is a recent graduate of Film and Broadcasting in Dublin Institute of Technology, has been working as 
a sound recordist since 2011. Since that time she has developed her craft as a sound editor in short films. 
Her output includes documentaries, advertising and music videos. Her work has been featured in various 
film festivals. She has been covered by The New York Times, Pitchfork and Stereogum. In Ireland, she has 
been featured on Lyric FM and Newstalk as well as on broadcast television.

Irina Maldea

Irish/Romanian citizen Irina Maldea has experience in the film industry on features, documentaries and 
shorts as a film editor, director and producer. Irina directs and edits films in various languages for different 
broadcasters and audiences, winning an Irish Film and Television Academy Award for directing “Congo 
1961” and a Radharc Award for her film “Biafra”.

She is the chairperson of the Irish Polish Society. She graduated with an MSc in Business Administration 
and Commodity Science from Gdynia Maritime University (Poland) in 2005 and an MSc in Management of 
Information Systems from Trinity College in Dublin in 2016. She loves Italy, Italian culture and the Italian 
language. She likes a good cinema and she is a huge fan of all Fellini’s films. During her spare time, she also 
enjoys reading, photography and travelling.

Joanna Piechota 

Anniina Kankaansivu

Anniina is a Finnish producer and director who has trained in Filmbase and the National Film School in IADT 
Dun Laoghaire. She has worked on both scripted and factual content across film, TV and radio. In 2015, she 
graduated from Sorbonne Nouvelle in Paris and has a background in English and political science. Anniina 
is currently working on a documentary exploring modern masculinity.


